Bharatiya Bhasha Utsav

Date: 11" December 2024
Centre: Sarasvati IKS Centre
Director: Prof. Kusha Tiwari
Venue: Board Room
Collaborations: IQAC
No. of Student Participants: 100

The Sarasvati IKS Centre, in collaboration with IQAC, conducted the Bharatiya Bhasha
Utsav on December 11, 2024, to mark the birth anniversary of illustrious Tamil poet, social
reformer, and nationalist, Shri Subramania Bharati. The function was conducted with a view
to celebrating India's rich linguistic and cultural diversity and raising awareness about the

significant role played by regional languages in unifying and conserving traditional values.

The festivities started with a ceremony in which a ritual lamp was lit by distinguished
guests, signifying the kindling of knowledge and wisdom. A soulful rendition of Saraswati
Vandana followed, seeking the blessings of the goddess of learning. Dr. Seema Guglani
commenced the event with a warm welcome to all, explaining the objectives of Bharatiya

Bhasha Utsav in enriching linguistic diversity.

Prof. Rabi Narayan Kar, Principal delivered the welcome address, emphasizing the need
to safeguard India's multilingual heritage. He underscored how linguistic diversity serves as a
unifying force, resonating with the vision of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which
advocates for the inclusion of regional languages in education and academia. His address

seamlessly paved the way for the Chief Guest’s speech.

Prof. Manish R. Joshi, UGC Secretary, graced the occasion with his presence and
delivered an impassioned speech on the contribution of Indian languages toward knowledge
dissemination and heritage preservation. He highlighted the role of native languages and the
Indian Knowledge System (IKS) in shaping India's academic and intellectual landscape. His
words resonated with the audience, inspiring both students and faculty to take pride in their

linguistic heritage and actively work towards its promaotion.

A standout feature of the function was the enthusiastic participation of students and

faculty, who arrived dressed in traditional attire representing different regions of India. The



event showcased the country’s vibrant cultural diversity through a range of performances,
including songs, skits, and speeches in various regional languages, conveying the value and
heritage of these linguistic traditions. These performances were not just entertaining but also
educational, deepening the appreciation for India's linguistic wealth.

Enhancing the immersive experience, regional food stalls were set up, offering
attendees a taste of India’s rich culinary heritage. From the aromatic, spice-infused delicacies
of South India to the rich, hearty flavors of North Indian cuisine, these stalls took guests on a
gastronomic journey through India's diverse food traditions. This segment of the function was
particularly well-received, allowing students to explore regional cultures beyond language and

performance.

The event concluded with a vote of thanks by Prof. Kusha Tiwari, who expressed
heartfelt gratitude to the distinguished guests, faculty, students, and organizers for their
dedication in making Bharatiya Bhasha Utsav a resounding success. She emphasized that such

celebrations foster cultural pride and academic curiosity about India’s linguistic heritage.
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